Hydro celebrates Basslink birthday
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TTASMANIANS weuld be hit by
power restrictions arel blackauts
titis winter withour Basslink in
ghnce, Hyelro Tasimania chisfoxeou-
tive Vinee Hawkswaorth said yester
rlay,

Reviewing tlie fust year of Bass
Link. Mr Hawkswortle revenlerd that
"Fsthania tnportsl tove than four
tanes the omount of slecticity it
ocxported during the periodt.

~Phe s peaw of Hosslink opera-
tion s hightighted ifs importance
ih drougkt-proofing the sinte” he
suid.

It has alse avoided the possibil
Lty of power restvietions this winter
95 a resudt of the augrent drought
zuvl declining hivdeo stovages.”

In costs teres, Tasauinia's peo-
langed dronght cost Hydro Tasn-
nin am arbdibional $75 millien on
imparting power and gas 10 Kooy
eleciricity supplies running suring
Basgslink's first year of operntion
which ended o Satuiday night,

BENEFIT: Vinee
Hawksworth,
e
ighlights
drought-
proofing value,

Altliough Hydro Tasmanis hos
absorbed the wbditonal casts, Mr
Hawkswortl anid they would i
pact on its annual financial resudt,

Hy:dro storagos yesterilay stod.

at 18 per cent — the lowest since
April 1968 when they fell w 1.2 per
cent. The Great Lake slorge stands
at 12 per cend.

Mr Hawkswaorth said that with
out Basshnk:
& The stornges wonld be 6 per cent
lower thon they were cwrrently.
& Tostnonia would face power 149
tioning and potentinl blackauts this
winter,
@ The Great Lake woulit be virtu-
ally emptied of sseful energy with

keeps
the l hts on

Titie or no proapeet of bebng vefilled
for nuny yeors g cous.
@ Hydre Tasmanin would te pay-
ing for much greater quantibes of
5 10 compensate i Ongoihy nw
Inke leveis at a genevally higher
cost than Hasslink unports,
"Basslink has been ortical in
keeping the lights an iy Tasiania
at a nmwe of severe deonght and

follawing 10 straight veas of beloi-

avernge reinfll” Mr Hawkswoth
sk,

Russlink managing ilivectot Bilt
Russall said the 36 electricity
iink betweety Victoria amwl Tasu-
nia had setoeved more than 99 pey
cent availabiiity.

During the flese e Basslink
supptied H2GWhH ta Tasmania o
$GWh o the National Elertricity
Navket, The pset ot of L¥GWh
is eguivalent to TG pert vent of
Tasiania’s annual domestic con-
suinption,

Nationat Gueld, the owmwer of
Basslink, 15 negotinting to sell the
assel,

Basslink



